CASE STUDY

J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines
Saving Energy with High Speed Roll-up Doors
Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E) offers money-saving rebates and incentives for wineries
and vineyards. Rebates enable businesses to receive money back for energy-saving products that
have already been purchased, while incentives are payments that businesses can receive for
using energy-efficient products in new projects. Once an incentive is approved, PG&E works with
customers to create a customized energy efficiency plan that includes design advice, onsite energy
audits, training workshops and more.

A Commitment to Sustainability

Benefits of High Speed Roll-up Doors

J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines is designated by the California
Sustainable Winegrowing Alliance (CSWA) as a Certified
California Vineyard & Winery. With vineyards in Paso Robles,
Monterey County and Napa Valley, and wineries in San Jose
and Paso Robles, the Lohr family believes there is a strong
connection between conservation and quality. This is a
philosophy that has guided the winery since its inception
by Jerry Lohr in 1972. Today, these values are embraced
by a passionate second generation and employees who are
dedicated to preserving J. Lohr’s legacy for generations to
come. J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines worked with PG&E and
their team of engineers on several projects to improve
energy efficiency. High speed roll-up doors, a 3-acre
photovoltaic solar tracking system, and installation of
motion sensitive and energy-efficient lighting are among
the projects for which J. Lohr has received rebates and
incentives from PG&E.

High speed roll-up doors help wineries better meet
their energy conservation and wine quality goals by:
• Regulating barrel room temperature
and humidity
• Reducing energy usage (for both building
cooling and winery tanks)
• Helping to improve safety for winery
employees by providing an early warning
system to approaching forklifts
• Improving traffic flow
• Helping to increase employee productivity

“It’s hard to keep barrel rooms cool when it is 100° outside. We worked with PG&E’s engineering
team to evaluate our energy lost by leaving the doors open during production hours. Installing
high speed roll-up doors was a logical investment. We saved energy, improved temperature
control and created a safer work environment.”
– STEVE LOHR, EXECUTIVE VP/COO VINEYARDS, J. LOHR VINEYARDS & WINES

“When the barrel room temperature fluctuates up and down, it can
compromise the wine quality… So our commitment toward energy
conservation in our barrel rooms is not only serving our sustainability
effort, but it is also serving our quality commitment.”
– STEVE PECK, RED WINEMAKER, J. LOHR VINEYARDS & WINES

Energy Savings in Hot Climates
In Paso Robles’ hot climate, wineries need to keep barrel rooms cool to protect wine quality.
Adding two high-speed roll-up doors in the barrel rooms was a logical next step in J. Lohr’s
quest for continuous improvement—improving energy efficiency, winery productivity, employee
safety, and wine quality.

J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines Project Summary
Measures Installed

Annual Energy
Savings Achieved

Greenhouse Gas
Emissions Eliminated

Incentive
Payment Received

Two High Speed
Roll-up Doors

> 32,000 kilowatt hours
of electricity per year

> 20,000 lbs of CO2
eliminated per year

$ 1,683

CSWA & PG&E Partnership
The California Sustainable Winegrowing Alliance—a non-profit organization that promotes the adoption
of sustainable practices by California wineries and vineyards—has been partnering with PG&E since
2005 to host workshops and develop educational materials to help vintners and growers improve the
energy efficiency of their operations. For more information and a calendar of upcoming workshops, visit
www.sustainablewinegrowing.org.

Next Steps with PG&E
Contact your PG&E Account Representative and visit the Agriculture and
Food Processing page to find out more about PG&E’s Money Back Solutions.
Learn about opportunities for rebates and incentives and resources that can
help your company track and measure your energy-efficiency goals.
For more information, call the Agricultural Customer Service Center at
1-877-311-FARM (3276) or visit www.pge.com/wineries.
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